              Partnerships With Parents

       “To Facilitate the Discovery Experience for Every Child”


Our Philosophy:

 Your child has special qualities!

The Montessori method allows your child to learn the way they learn best and easiest, by doing things themselves.  It is based on a sensible balance between freedom and structure specifically designed for the young child during the formative years.  Within certain limits, your child can choose work that appeals to their own inner interests. They can exercise their sense of freedom and spontaneity; there is joy and enthusiasm in learning because they are doing what they want to do.  Gradually, your child builds a strong sense of independence and self-confidence as their skills increase.  The Montessori method is built on your child’s natural love of learning and instills a life-long motivation for continuous learning. 

 The environment is your child’s teacher.

At Sammamish Learning Center, your child learns through the use of unique Montessori, traditional and contemporary materials.  These are attractive, generally simple, child-sized materials that are self-correcting.  In this way, no adult is needed to point out their mistakes and perhaps injure their self-esteem.  Your child learns to work alone and with others. They learn to follow the class “ground rules” and  may often remind other children to follow them as well - making the classroom truly their own!  Because they can choose their own work and do it at their own pace, your child has many opportunities for success; the classroom is noncompetitive. They will also have access to plants and animals and will help care for them.  The classroom is a special place in which your child can be free and can discover their world and build their mind and body.

 Children have “sensitive periods” of growth.

The young child has certain “sensitive periods” when it is easiest for them to learn some particular thing.  Sensitive periods come at slightly different times in a child’s life, but all children have them.  It is important for adults to recognize these times and provide the child with proper assistance so that they can learn each skill or concept at the time that is best for them


How You Can Help At Home!
Nurturing creative curiosity is a great place to start!  Your child will come home buzzing with ideas about what has gone on in the day or what is likely to go on tomorrow!  The children will share adventures from cookery projects, to learning about the life-cycle of butterflies, to the joy of discovering the skills of counting and writing.
It is really helpful, if parents can provide home environments that support this confidence and creative curiosity. Your child needs you to slow down to his or her timetable, to spend time sharing the things that he is excited about or interested in.  Depending on the projects they are studying many children become incredibly knowledgeable about such things as the different types of beetles, the shapes of leaves or the names of geometric shapes!  Listen intently to what your child has to share.
